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TTHHEE RREEIIGGNN OOFF AASSAA,, KKIINNGG OOFF JJUUDDAAHH
BBIIBBLLEE TTEEXXTT :: IIII CChhrroonniicclleess 1144::11--1155;; 1155::11--1199;; 1166::11--1144..

LESSON 295 Senior Course
MEMORY VERSE: “The Lord is with you, while ye be with him; and if ye seek him, he will be found of 
you; but if ye forsake him, he will forsake you” (II Chronicles 15:2).

BIBLE TEXT  in King James Version BIBLE REFERENCES:

2 Chronicles 14:1-15 
1 So Abijah slept with his fathers, 
and they buried him in the city of 
David: and Asa his son reigned in 
his stead. In his days the land was 
quiet ten years. 
2 And Asa did that which was good 
and right in the eyes of the LORD 
his God: 
3 For he took away the altars of 
the strange gods, and the high 
places, and brake down the 
images, and cut down the groves: 
4 And commanded Judah to seek 
the LORD God of their fathers, and 
to do the law and the 
commandment. 
5 Also he took away out of all the 
cities of Judah the high places and 
the images: and the kingdom was 
quiet before him. 
6 And he built fenced cities in 
Judah: for the land had rest, and 
he had no war in those years; 
because the LORD had given him 
rest. 
7 Therefore he said unto Judah, 
Let us build these cities, and make 
about them walls, and towers, 
gates, and bars, while the land is
yet before us; because we have 
sought the LORD our God, we 
have sought him, and he hath 
given us rest on every side. So 
they built and prospered. 
8 And Asa had an army of men
that bare targets and spears, out 
of Judah three hundred thousand; 
and out of Benjamin, that bare 
shields and drew bows, two 
hundred and fourscore thousand: 
all these were mighty men of 

II AAssaa’’ss GGoooodd BBeeggiinnnniinngg
11.. HHee ddeessttrrooyyeedd iiddoollaattrryy,, IIII CChhrroonniicclleess 1144::11--33;; 1155::88,, 1166,, 1177..
22.. HHee eexxhhoorrtteedd JJuuddaahh ttoo sseeeekk GGoodd,, IIII CChhrroonniicclleess 1144::44..
33.. HHee ggaavvee ttoo GGoodd ssiillvveerr aanndd ggoolldd,, IIII CChhrroonniicclleess 1155::1188;;

Malachi 3:8-12 
8 Will a man rob God? Yet ye have robbed me. But ye say, 
Wherein have we robbed thee? In tithes and offerings. 
9 Ye are cursed with a curse: for ye have robbed me, even
this whole nation. 
10 Bring ye all the tithes into the storehouse, that there may 
be meat in mine house, and prove me now herewith, saith 
the LORD of hosts, if I will not open you the windows of 
heaven, and pour you out a blessing, that there shall not be 
room enough to receive it. 
11 And I will rebuke the devourer for your sakes, and he 
shall not destroy the fruits of your ground; neither shall 
your vine cast her fruit before the time in the field, saith 
the LORD of hosts. 
12 And all nations shall call you blessed: for ye shall be a 
delightsome land, saith the LORD of hosts. 

44.. HHee oobbeeyyeedd tthhee PPrroopphheett,, IIII CChhrroonniicclleess 1155::11--88..
55.. HHee mmaaddee aa ccoovveennaanntt wwiitthh GGoodd,, IIII CChhrroonniicclleess 1155::99--1155..
66.. HHee pprraayyeedd,, IIII CChhrroonniicclleess 1144::1111..

IIII TThhee RReessuullttss ooff AAssaa’’ss RRiigghhtt DDooiinngg
11.. TThhee llaanndd hhaadd rreesstt,, IIII CChhrroonniicclleess 1144::55,, 66;; 1155::1199;;

Deuteronomy 28:1-14 
1 And it shall come to pass, if thou shalt hearken diligently 
unto the voice of the LORD thy God, to observe and to do 
all his commandments which I command thee this day, 
that the LORD thy God will set thee on high above all 
nations of the earth: 
2 And all these blessings shall come on thee, and overtake 
thee, if thou shalt hearken unto the voice of the LORD thy 
God. 
3 Blessed shalt thou be in the city, and blessed shalt thou 
be in the field. 
4 Blessed shall be the fruit of thy body, and the fruit of thy 
ground, and the fruit of thy cattle, the increase of thy kine, 
and the flocks of thy sheep. 
5 Blessed shall be thy basket and thy store. 
6 Blessed shalt thou be when thou comest in, and blessed 
shalt thou be when thou goest out. 
7 The LORD shall cause thine enemies that rise up against 
thee to be smitten before thy face: they shall come out 
against thee one way, and flee before thee seven ways. 
8 The LORD shall command the blessing upon thee in thy 
storehouses, and in all that thou settest thine hand unto; 
and he shall bless thee in the land which the LORD thy 
God giveth thee. 
9 The LORD shall establish thee an holy people unto 
himself, as he hath sworn unto thee, if thou shalt keep the 
commandments of the LORD thy God, and walk in his 
ways. 
10 And all people of the earth shall see that thou art called 
by the name of the LORD; and they shall be afraid of thee. 
11 And the LORD shall make thee plenteous in goods, in the 
fruit of thy body, and in the fruit of thy cattle, and in the 
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valour. 
9 And there came out against them 
Zerah the Ethiopian with an host 
of a thousand thousand, and three 
hundred chariots; and came unto 
Mareshah. 
10 Then Asa went out against him, 
and they set the battle in array in 
the valley of Zephathah at 
Mareshah. 
11 And Asa cried unto the LORD his 
God, and said, LORD, it is nothing 
with thee to help, whether with 
many, or with them that have no 
power: help us, O LORD our God; 
for we rest on thee, and in thy 
name we go against this 
multitude. O LORD, thou art our 
God; let not man prevail against 
thee. 
12 So the LORD smote the 
Ethiopians before Asa, and before 
Judah; and the Ethiopians fled. 
13 And Asa and the people that 
were with him pursued them unto 
Gerar: and the Ethiopians were 
overthrown, that they could not 
recover themselves; for they were 
destroyed before the LORD, and 
before his host; and they carried 
away very much spoil. 
14 And they smote all the cities 
round about Gerar; for the fear of 
the LORD came upon them: and 
they spoiled all the cities; for there 
was exceeding much spoil in them. 
15 They smote also the tents of 
cattle, and carried away sheep and 
camels in abundance, and 
returned to Jerusalem. 

2 Chronicles 15:1-19 
1 And the Spirit of God came upon 
Azariah the son of Oded: 
2 And he went out to meet Asa, 
and said unto him, Hear ye me, 
Asa, and all Judah and Benjamin; 
The LORD is with you, while ye be 
with him; and if ye seek him, he 

fruit of thy ground, in the land which the LORD sware unto 
thy fathers to give thee. 
12 The LORD shall open unto thee his good treasure, the 
heaven to give the rain unto thy land in his season, and to 
bless all the work of thine hand: and thou shalt lend unto 
many nations, and thou shalt not borrow. 
13 And the LORD shall make thee the head, and not the tail; 
and thou shalt be above only, and thou shalt not be 
beneath; if that thou hearken unto the commandments of 
the LORD thy God, which I command thee this day, to 
observe and to do them: 
14 And thou shalt not go aside from any of the words which 
I command thee this day, to the right hand, or to the left, to 
go after other gods to serve them. 

22.. TThheeyy bbuuiilltt aanndd pprroossppeerreedd,, IIII CChhrroonniicclleess 1144::77,, 88..
33.. GGoodd aannsswweerreedd AAssaa’’ss pprraayyeerr,, IIII CChhrroonniicclleess 1144::99--1155..

IIIIII AAssaa’’ss FFaaiilluurree
11.. AAssaa mmaakkeess aa lleeaagguuee wwiitthh tthhee uunnggooddllyy,, IIII CChhrroonniicclleess 1166::11--66;;

2 Corinthians 6:14 
14 Be ye not unequally yoked together with unbelievers: for 
what fellowship hath righteousness with unrighteousness? 
and what communion hath light with darkness? 

2 Corinthians 6:17-18 
17 Wherefore come out from among them, and be ye 
separate, saith the Lord, and touch not the unclean thing; 
and I will receive you, 
18 And will be a Father unto you, and ye shall be my sons 
and daughters, saith the Lord Almighty. 

Psalm 118:8 
8 It is better to trust in the LORD than to put confidence in 
man. 

Psalm 118:9 
9 It is better to trust in the LORD than to put confidence in 
princes. 

22.. GGoodd ccoonnddeemmnnss tthhee lleeaagguuee,, IIII CChhrroonniicclleess 1166::77--99;;
Psalm 33:16 

16 There is no king saved by the multitude of an host: a 
mighty man is not delivered by much strength. 

Psalm 146:3 
3 Put not your trust in princes, nor in the son of man, in 
whom there is no help. 

Isaiah 31:1 
1 Woe to them that go down to Egypt for help; and stay on 
horses, and trust in chariots, because they are many; and 
in horsemen, because they are very strong; but they look 
not unto the Holy One of Israel, neither seek the LORD! 

33.. AAssaa iiss aannggrryy aatt tthhee WWoorrdd ooff tthhee LLoorrdd,, IIII CChhrroonniicclleess 1166::1100;;
1 Peter 2:20 

20 For what glory is it, if, when ye be buffeted for your 
faults, ye shall take it patiently? but if, when ye do well, 
and suffer for it, ye take it patiently, this is acceptable with 
God. 

44.. AAssaa ttuurrnnss ttoo tthhee pphhyyssiicciiaannss,, IIII CChhrroonniicclleess 1166::1111,, 1122;;
Jeremiah 17:5-8 

5 Thus saith the LORD; Cursed be the man that trusteth in 
man, and maketh flesh his arm, and whose heart departeth 
from the LORD. 
6 For he shall be like the heath in the desert, and shall not 
see when good cometh; but shall inhabit the parched 
places in the wilderness, in a salt land and not inhabited. 
7 Blessed is the man that trusteth in the LORD, and whose 
hope the LORD is. 
8 For he shall be as a tree planted by the waters, and that
spreadeth out her roots by the river, and shall not see 
when heat cometh, but her leaf shall be green; and shall 
not be careful in the year of drought, neither shall cease 
from yielding fruit. 
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will be found of you; but if ye 
forsake him, he will forsake you. 
3 Now for a long season Israel 
hath been without the true God, 
and without a teaching priest, and 
without law. 
4 But when they in their trouble did 
turn unto the LORD God of Israel, 
and sought him, he was found of 
them. 
5 And in those times there was no 
peace to him that went out, nor to 
him that came in, but great 
vexations were upon all the 
inhabitants of the countries. 
6 And nation was destroyed of 
nation, and city of city: for God did 
vex them with all adversity. 
7 Be ye strong therefore, and let 
not your hands be weak: for your 
work shall be rewarded. 
8 And when Asa heard these 
words, and the prophecy of Oded 
the prophet, he took courage, and 
put away the abominable idols out 
of all the land of Judah and 
Benjamin, and out of the cities 
which he had taken from mount 
Ephraim, and renewed the altar of 
the LORD, that was before the 
porch of the LORD. 
9 And he gathered all Judah and 
Benjamin, and the strangers with 
them out of Ephraim and 
Manasseh, and out of Simeon: for 
they fell to him out of Israel in 
abundance, when they saw that 
the LORD his God was with him. 
10 So they gathered themselves 
together at Jerusalem in the third 
month, in the fifteenth year of the 
reign of Asa. 
11 And they offered unto the LORD 
the same time, of the spoil which
they had brought, seven hundred 
oxen and seven thousand sheep. 
12 And they entered into a 
covenant to seek the LORD God of 
their fathers with all their heart 
and with all their soul; 

Job 13:15 
15 Though he slay me, yet will I trust in him: but I will 
maintain mine own ways before him. 

55.. AAssaa ddiieess,, IIII CChhrroonniicclleess 1166::1133,, 1144;;
Ezekiel 33:13 

13 When I shall say to the righteous, that he shall surely 
live; if he trust to his own righteousness, and commit 
iniquity, all his righteousnesses shall not be remembered; 
but for his iniquity that he hath committed, he shall die for 
it. 

IIVV OOuurr TTrruusstt iinn GGoodd ffoorr HHeeaalliinngg
11.. HHeeaalliinngg iiss pprroovviiddeedd iinn tthhee AAttoonneemmeenntt,,

Isaiah 53:4 
4 Surely he hath borne our griefs, and carried our sorrows: 
yet we did esteem him stricken, smitten of God, and 
afflicted. 

Isaiah 53:5 
5 But he was wounded for our transgressions, he was
bruised for our iniquities: the chastisement of our peace 
was upon him; and with his stripes we are healed. 

22.. TThhee eellddeerrss aarree ttoo bbee ccaalllleedd,,
James 5:13-15 

13 Is any among you afflicted? let him pray. Is any merry? 
let him sing psalms. 
14 Is any sick among you? let him call for the elders of the 
church; and let them pray over him, anointing him with oil 
in the name of the Lord: 
15 And the prayer of faith shall save the sick, and the Lord 
shall raise him up; and if he have committed sins, they 
shall be forgiven him. 

Acts 19:11-12 
11 And God wrought special miracles by the hands of Paul: 
12 So that from his body were brought unto the sick 
handkerchiefs or aprons, and the diseases departed from 
them, and the evil spirits went out of them. 

33.. HHeeaalliinngg iiss pprroommiisseedd uuss,,
Mark 16:18 

18 They shall take up serpents; and if they drink any deadly 
thing, it shall not hurt them; they shall lay hands on the 
sick, and they shall recover. 

NOTES:
AAssaa’’ss CCaammppaaiiggnn AAggaaiinnsstt IIddoollaattrryy

AAssaa ssttaarrtteedd hhiiss rreeiiggnn wwiitthh aa ccaammppaaiiggnn aaggaaiinnsstt iiddoollaattrryy.. ““HHee
ttooookk aawwaayy tthhee aallttaarrss ooff tthhee ssttrraannggee ggooddss,, aanndd tthhee hhiigghh ppllaacceess..””
HHoowweevveerr,, wwee rreeaadd tthhaatt ““tthhee hhiigghh ppllaacceess wweerree nnoott rreemmoovveedd”” ((II
KKiinnggss 1155::1144)).. IItt iiss eevviiddeenntt tthhaatt AAssaa mmaaddee aa ddiissttiinnccttiioonn bbeettwweeeenn
tthhee hhiigghh ppllaacceess wwhheerree aallttaarrss wweerree eerreecctteedd ttoo ssttrraannggee ggooddss,, aanndd
tthhee hhiigghh ppllaacceess tthhaatt hhaadd bbeeeenn uusseedd ttoo ooffffeerr ssaaccrriiffiicceess ttoo tthhee ttrruuee
GGoodd.. ((1 Samuel 9:12 12 And they answered them, and said, He is; 
behold, he is before you: make haste now, for he came to day to 
the city; for there is a sacrifice of the people to day in the high 
place: 1 Samuel 10:5 5 After that thou shalt come to the hill of 
God, where is the garrison of the Philistines: and it shall come to 
pass, when thou art come thither to the city, that thou shalt meet 
a company of prophets coming down from the high place with a 
psaltery, and a tabret, and a pipe, and a harp, before them; and 
they shall prophesy: 1 Kings 3:4 4 And the king went to Gibeon to 
sacrifice there; for that was the great high place: a thousand 
burnt offerings did Solomon offer upon that altar)) ““TThhee hhiigghh
ppllaacceess wweerree nnoott rreemmoovveedd:: nneevveerrtthheelleessss AAssaa’’ss hheeaarrtt wwaass ppeerrffeecctt
wwiitthh tthhee LLOORRDD aallll hhiiss ddaayyss..”” TThhiiss iinnddiiccaatteess tthhaatt GGoodd wwoouulldd hhaavvee
aallll tthhee hhiigghh ppllaacceess rreemmoovveedd aanndd ssaaccrriiffiicceess mmaaddee oonnllyy aatt tthhee
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13 That whosoever would not seek 
the LORD God of Israel should be 
put to death, whether small or 
great, whether man or woman. 
14 And they sware unto the LORD 
with a loud voice, and with 
shouting, and with trumpets, and 
with cornets. 
15 And all Judah rejoiced at the 
oath: for they had sworn with all 
their heart, and sought him with 
their whole desire; and he was 
found of them: and the LORD 
gave them rest round about. 
16 And also concerning Maachah 
the mother of Asa the king, he 
removed her from being queen, 
because she had made an idol in a 
grove: and Asa cut down her idol, 
and stamped it, and burnt it at the 
brook Kidron. 
17 But the high places were not 
taken away out of Israel: 
nevertheless the heart of Asa was 
perfect all his days. 
18 And he brought into the house 
of God the things that his father 
had dedicated, and that he himself 
had dedicated, silver, and gold, 
and vessels. 
19 And there was no more war 
unto the five and thirtieth year of 
the reign of Asa. 

2 Chronicles 16:1-14 
1 In the six and thirtieth year of 
the reign of Asa Baasha king of 
Israel came up against Judah, and 
built Ramah, to the intent that he 
might let none go out or come in 
to Asa king of Judah. 
2 Then Asa brought out silver and 
gold out of the treasures of the 
house of the LORD and of the 
king's house, and sent to 
Benhadad king of Syria, that dwelt
at Damascus, saying, 
3 There is a league between me 
and thee, as there was between 
my father and thy father: behold, I 

TTeemmppllee iinn JJeerruussaalleemm.. ((Deuteronomy 12:13-14 13 Take heed to 
thyself that thou offer not thy burnt offerings in every place that 
thou seest: 14 But in the place which the LORD shall choose in 
one of thy tribes, there thou shalt offer thy burnt offerings, and 
there thou shalt do all that I command thee.)) IItt aallssoo lleettss uuss kknnooww
tthhaatt AAssaa nneevveerr ttuurrnneedd ttoo iiddoollaattrryy.. TThhee ssttaatteemmeenntt tthhaatt AAssaa’’ss hheeaarrtt
wwaass ppeerrffeecctt aallll hhiiss ddaayyss rreeffeerr oonnllyy ttoo tthhee mmaatttteerr ooff iiddoollaattrryy aanndd
ddooeess nnoott rreeffeerr ttoo hhiiss eennttiirree ccoonndduucctt oorr ttoo CChhrriissttiiaann ppeerrffeeccttiioonn aass
wwee kknnooww iitt ttooddaayy..

PPrroossppeerriittyy aanndd TTrriiaallss
““RRiigghhtteeoouussnneessss eexxaalltteetthh aa nnaattiioonn:: bbuutt ssiinn iiss aa rreepprrooaacchh ttoo aannyy

ppeeooppllee”” ((PPrroovveerrbbss 1144::3344)).. GGoodd hhaass pprroommiisseedd ggrreeaatt aanndd nnuummeerroouuss
bblleessssiinnggss ttoo tthhoossee wwhhoo hheeaarrkkeenn uunnttoo HHiiss vvooiiccee:: ““BBlleesssseedd sshhaalltt
tthhoouu bbee iinn tthhee cciittyy,, aanndd bblleesssseedd sshhaalltt tthhoouu bbee iinn tthhee ffiieelldd.. .. .. ..
BBlleesssseedd sshhaallll bbee tthhyy bbaasskkeett aanndd tthhyy ssttoorree”” ((DDeeuutteerroonnoommyy 2288::33,, 55))..
JJuuddaahh eennjjooyyeedd tthheessee bblleessssiinnggss uunnddeerr tthhee rreeiiggnn ooff AAssaa,, aanndd aatt tthhee
bbeeggiinnnniinngg ooff hhiiss rreeiiggnn GGoodd ggaavvee tthheemm ppeeaaccee ffoorr tteenn yyeeaarrss.. ““SSoo
tthheeyy bbuuiilltt aanndd pprroossppeerreedd”” ((IIII CChhrroonniicclleess 1144::77))..

WWhheenn oonnee eennjjooyyss tthhee bblleessssiinnggss ooff GGoodd aanndd eevveerryytthhiinngg iiss
ccoommiinngg hhiiss wwaayy,, aanndd hhee iiss rriiddiinngg,, aass iitt wweerree,, oonn tthhee ccrreesstt ooff tthhee
wwaavvee,, hhee mmaayy tthhiinnkk tthhaatt tthhiinnggss wwiillll aallwwaayyss bbee ffaavvoouurraabbllee.. SSuucchh iiss
nnoott aallwwaayyss tthhee ccaassee.. TTrriiaallss ssoommeettiimmeess ccoommee ––-- uunneexxppeecctteedd aanndd
uunnpprroovvookkeedd.. AAnn aarrmmyy oonnee mmiilllliioonn ssttrroonngg ccoonnffrroonntteedd AAssaa.. WWhheenn
JJuuddaahh wwaass aappppaarreennttllyy iinn tthhee mmiiddsstt ooff ppeeaaccee aanndd pprroossppeerriittyy,, tthhiiss
hhuuggee hhoosstt ooff tthhee EEtthhiiooppiiaannss ccaammee aaggaaiinnsstt tthheemm.. BBuutt AAssaa hhaadd nnoott
ffoorrggootttteenn GGoodd;; hhee hhaadd ffoorrttiiffiieedd hhiimmsseellff iinn tthhee ttiimmee ooff pplleennttyy..
OOfftteenn mmeenn ffoorrggeett GGoodd uunnddeerr ffaavvoouurraabbllee cciirrccuummssttaanncceess,, bbuutt iitt iiss
ppoossssiibbllee ttoo bbuuiilldd uupp aa ssppiirriittuuaall rreesseerrvvee ssoo tthhaatt wwhheenn tthhee tteessttiinngg
ttiimmee ccoommeess oonnee wwiillll nnoott bbee oovveerrtthhrroowwnn.. ((Jude 1:20-21 20 But ye, 
beloved, building up yourselves on your most holy faith, praying 
in the Holy Ghost, 21 Keep yourselves in the love of God, looking 
for the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ unto eternal life)) IItt iiss ttrruuee
tthhaatt tthhee tteessttiinngg ttiimmee sshhoouulldd ccaauussee hheeaarrtt--sseeaarrcchhiinngg aanndd rreenneewwiinngg
ooff vvoowwss,, bbuutt iiff oonnee’’ss ccoonnffiiddeennccee hhaass rreemmaaiinneedd sstteeaaddffaasstt,, hhee ccaann
ssaayy:: ““LLOORRDD,, iitt iiss nnootthhiinngg wwiitthh tthheeee ttoo hheellpp,, wwhheetthheerr wwiitthh mmaannyy,, oorr
wwiitthh tthheemm tthhaatt hhaavvee nnoo ppoowweerr:: hheellpp uuss,, OO LLOORRDD oouurr GGoodd;; ffoorr wwee
rreesstt oonn tthheeee”” ((IIII CChhrroonniicclleess 1144::1111))..

““SSoo tthhee LLoorrdd ssmmoottee tthhee EEtthhiiooppiiaannss bbeeffoorree AAssaa”” ((IIII CChhrroo--nniicclleess
1144::1122)).. IItt mmeeaannss mmuucchh ttoo bbee pprraayyeedd uupp aanndd iinn ggoooodd ssttaannddiinngg ssoo
tthhaatt iinn ttiimmeess ooff eemmeerrggeennccyy oouurr ffaaiitthh cchhaannnneellss aarree cclleeaarr.. IItt iiss wweellll
ttoo kknnooww wwhheenn ssiicckknneessss oorr ddiissttrreesssseess ccoommee tthhaatt tthheerree iiss nnootthhiinngg
bbeettwweeeenn uuss aanndd GGoodd,, aanndd tthhaatt wwee aarree iinn HHiiss hhaannddss.. TThhee LLoorrdd
ttuurrnneedd tthhiiss bbaattttllee iinnttoo aa ggrreeaatt vviiccttoorryy ffoorr AAssaa.. TThhee ppeeooppllee tthhaatt
wweerree wwiitthh hhiimm ccaarrrriieedd aawwaayy eexxcceeeeddiinnggllyy mmuucchh ssppooiill,, aanndd sshheeeepp
aanndd ccaammeellss iinn aabbuunnddaannccee.. JJuusstt ssoo,, oouurr ttrriiaallss wwiillll bbee ttuurrnneedd iinnttoo
vviiccttoorriieess iiff wwee kkeeeepp oouurrsseellvveess iinn GGoodd’’ss ccaarree.. ““CCoouunntt iitt aallll jjooyy wwhheenn
yyee ffaallll iinnttoo ddiivveerrss tteemmppttaattiioonnss”” ((JJaammeess 11::22)).. ““TThhaatt tthhee ttrriiaall ooff
yyoouurr ffaaiitthh,, bbeeiinngg mmuucchh mmoorree pprreecciioouuss tthhaann ooff ggoolldd tthhaatt ppeerriisshheetthh,,
tthhoouugghh iitt bbee ttrriieedd wwiitthh ffiirree,, mmiigghhtt bbee ffoouunndd uunnttoo pprraaiissee aanndd
hhoonnoouurr aanndd gglloorryy”” ((II PPeetteerr 11::77))..

EEnndduurriinngg ttoo tthhee EEnndd
WWhheenn AAssaa rreettuurrnneedd ttoo JJeerruussaalleemm wwiitthh tthhee ssppooiillss,, tthhee PPrroopphheett

AAzzaarriiaahh mmeett hhiimm wwiitthh tthhiiss mmeessssaaggee ffrroomm GGoodd:: ““TThhee LLOORRDD iiss wwiitthh
yyoouu,, wwhhiillee yyee bbee wwiitthh hhiimm;; aanndd iiff yyee sseeeekk hhiimm,, hhee wwiillll bbee ffoouunndd ooff
yyoouu;; bbuutt iiff yyee ffoorrssaakkee hhiimm,, hhee wwiillll ffoorrssaakkee yyoouu”” ((IIII CChhrroonniicclleess
1155::22)).. TThhiiss mmeessssaaggee iiss aa wwaarrnniinngg ttoo aallll wwhhoo wwoouulldd mmaakkee HHeeaavveenn
tthheeiirr hhoommee:: tthhaatt iitt iiss nneecceessssaarryy ttoo ““eenndduurree uunnttoo tthhee eenndd””
((MMaatttthheeww 2244::1133)).. TThhee wwoorrdd ooff tthhee LLoorrdd tthhrroouugghh tthhee PPrroopphheett
EEzzeekkiieell iiss vveerryy eemmpphhaattiicc ccoonncceerrnniinngg tthhiiss ssuubbjjeecctt:: ““WWhheenn II sshhaallll
ssaayy ttoo tthhee rriigghhtteeoouuss,, tthhaatt hhee sshhaallll ssuurreellyy lliivvee;; iiff hhee ttrruusstt ttoo hhiiss



The Reign of ASA, King of judah 5 of  6

have sent thee silver and gold; go, 
break thy league with Baasha king 
of Israel, that he may depart from 
me. 
4 And Benhadad hearkened unto 
king Asa, and sent the captains of 
his armies against the cities of 
Israel; and they smote Ijon, and 
Dan, and Abelmaim, and all the 
store cities of Naphtali. 
5 And it came to pass, when 
Baasha heard it, that he left off 
building of Ramah, and let his
work cease. 
6 Then Asa the king took all Judah; 
and they carried away the stones 
of Ramah, and the timber thereof, 
wherewith Baasha was building; 
and he built therewith Geba and 
Mizpah. 
7 And at that time Hanani the seer 
came to Asa king of Judah, and 
said unto him, Because thou hast 
relied on the king of Syria, and not 
relied on the LORD thy God, 
therefore is the host of the king of 
Syria escaped out of thine hand. 
8 Were not the Ethiopians and the 
Lubims a huge host, with very 
many chariots and horsemen? yet, 
because thou didst rely on the 
LORD, he delivered them into 
thine hand. 
9 For the eyes of the LORD run to 
and fro throughout the whole 
earth, to shew himself strong in 
the behalf of them whose heart is
perfect toward him. Herein thou 
hast done foolishly: therefore from 
henceforth thou shalt have wars. 
10 Then Asa was wroth with the 
seer, and put him in a prison 
house; for he was in a rage with 
him because of this thing. And Asa 
oppressed some of the people the 
same time. 
11 And, behold, the acts of Asa, 
first and last, lo, they are written 
in the book of the kings of Judah 
and Israel. 

oowwnn rriigghhtteeoouussnneessss,, aanndd ccoommmmiitt iinniiqquuiittyy,, aallll hhiiss rriigghhtteeoouussnneesssseess
sshhaallll nnoott bbee rreemmeemmbbeerreedd;; bbuutt ffoorr hhiiss iinniiqquuiittyy tthhaatt hhee hhaatthh
ccoommmmiitttteedd,, hhee sshhaallll ddiiee ffoorr iitt”” ((EEzzeekkiieell 3333::1133)).. EEtteerrnnaall lliiffee
ddeeppeennddss uuppoonn ccoonnttiinnuuiinngg sstteeaaddffaassttllyy uunnttiill tthhee eenndd..

FFrroomm tthhee ppaaggeess ooff hhiissttoorryy tthhee PPrroopphheett sshhoowweedd JJuuddaahh tthhee
ppeerriioodd wwhheenn IIssrraaeell wwaass wwiitthhoouutt tthhee ttrruuee GGoodd,, aanndd wwiitthhoouutt aa
tteeaacchhiinngg pprriieesstt,, aanndd wwiitthhoouutt llaaww.. IItt wwaass aa ddaarrkk ppiiccttuurree iinnddeeeedd --–– aa
ttiimmee wwhheenn tthheerree wwaass nnoo ppeeaaccee.. WWee rreeaadd tthhaatt tthhee ““hhiigghhwwaayyss wweerree
uunnooccccuuppiieedd,, aanndd tthhee ttrraavveelllleerrss wwaallkkeedd tthhrroouugghh bbyywwaayyss.. TThhee
iinnhhaabbiittaannttss ooff tthhee vviillllaaggeess cceeaasseedd”” ((JJuuddggeess 55::66,, 77)),, ffoorr IIssrraaeell
ddwweelltt iinn ddeennss aanndd ccaavveess.. AAllll tthhiiss ccaammee ttoo ppaassss bbeeccaauussee tthheeyy hhaadd
ffoorrssaakkeenn tthhee LLoorrdd:: ““TThhee LLOORRDD iiss wwiitthh yyoouu,, wwhhiillee yyee bbee wwiitthh hhiimm;; ..
.. .. bbuutt iiff yyee ffoorrssaakkee hhiimm,, hhee wwiillll ffoorrssaakkee yyoouu”” ((IIII CChhrroonniicclleess 1155::22))..

WWhhoolleehheeaarrtteedd SSeerrvviiccee
KKiinngg AAssaa aanndd tthhee ppeeooppllee aacccceepptteedd tthhee wwoorrddss ooff tthhee PPrroopphheett

aanndd eenntteerreedd iinnttoo aa ccoovveennaanntt ttoo sseerrvvee tthhee LLoorrdd.. SSeevveenn hhuunnddrreedd
ooxxeenn aanndd sseevveenn tthhoouussaanndd sshheeeepp,, wwhhiicchh tthhee LLoorrdd hhaadd ggiivveenn tthheemm
iinn tthhee bbaattttllee wweerree ooffffeerreedd uuppoonn tthhee aallttaarr,, aanndd tthhee ccoovveennaanntt wwaass
sseeaalleedd,, ““tthhaatt wwhhoossooeevveerr wwoouulldd nnoott sseeeekk tthhee LLOORRDD GGoodd ooff IIssrraaeell
sshhoouulldd bbee ppuutt ttoo ddeeaatthh”” ((IIII CChhrroonniicclleess 1155::1133)).. IItt wwaass aa ddrraassttiicc
ooaatthh,, bbuutt GGoodd hhoonnoouurreedd iitt.. GGoodd wwaass pplleeaasseedd:: ““AAnndd aallll JJuuddaahh
rreejjooiicceedd aatt tthhee ooaatthh:: ffoorr tthheeyy hhaadd sswwoorrnn wwiitthh aallll tthheeiirr hheeaarrtt,, aanndd
ssoouugghhtt hhiimm wwiitthh tthheeiirr wwhhoollee ddeessiirree;; aanndd hhee wwaass ffoouunndd ooff tthheemm””
((IIII CChhrroonniicclleess 1155::1155)).. WWhheenn yyoouu sshhaallll sseeaarrcchh ffoorr HHiimm wwiitthh aallll
yyoouurr hheeaarrtt tthhee pprroommiissee ooff GGoodd iiss,, ““II wwiillll bbee ffoouunndd ooff yyoouu””
((JJeerreemmiiaahh 2299::1133,, 1144)).. AAnnyytthhiinngg sshhoorrtt ooff wwhhoolleehheeaarrtteedd sseerrvviiccee iiss
ddiisspplleeaassiinngg ttoo GGoodd.. TToo bbee ssppeewweedd oouutt ooff GGoodd’’ss mmoouutthh iiss tthhee
iinnddiiccttmmeenntt aaggaaiinnsstt tthhee lluukkeewwaarrmm..

FFaaiilluurree
IItt wwaass iinn tthhee tthhiirrttyy--ssiixxtthh yyeeaarr ooff hhiiss rreeiiggnn tthhaatt AAssaa bbeeggaann ttoo

sslliipp.. TThhiinnkk ooff iitt!! TThhiirrttyy--ffiivvee yyeeaarrss ooff ffaaiitthhffuull sseerrvviiccee,, tthhiirrttyy--ffiivvee
yyeeaarrss ooff rruunnnniinngg wweellll,, tthhiirrttyy--ffiivvee yyeeaarrss ffiilllleedd wwiitthh ggoooodd ddeeeeddss ––
aanndd tthheenn ttoo ffaaiill!! TThhiiss eemmpphhaassiizzeess tthhee nneecceessssiittyy ooff ddaaiillyy
ccoonnsseeccrraattiioonn,, ooff wwaattcchhiinngg,, aanndd ooff pprraayyeerr.. ““YYee ddiidd rruunn wweellll;; wwhhoo
ddiidd hhiinnddeerr yyoouu??”” ((GGaallaattiiaannss 55::77)).. WWhhaatt iiss tthhee mmaatttteerr,, AAssaa?? DDiidd
yyoouu ffoorrggeett ttoo pprraayy?? DDiidd yyoouu ggeett ssoo bbiigg aanndd sseellff--ssuuffffiicciieenntt tthhaatt yyoouu
tthhoouugghhtt yyoouu ccoouulldd hhaannddllee tthhee ssiittuuaattiioonn wwiitthhoouutt tthhee hheellpp ooff GGoodd??
AArree yyoouu nnooww ssoo rriicchh tthhaatt yyoouu ccaann bbuuyy yyoouurr wwaayy oouutt iinnsstteeaadd ooff
llooookkiinngg ttoo tthhee LLoorrdd?? AArree yyoouu nnooww ssoo ffaarr aawwaayy ffrroomm GGoodd tthhaatt tthhee
mmeessssaaggee ooff tthhee PPrroopphheett mmaakkeess yyoouu aannggrryy?? HHuummbbllee yyoouurrsseellff,, AAssaa,,
aanndd tthhee LLoorrdd wwiillll hheeaarr yyoouu.. BBuutt AAssaa ddiidd nnoott hhuummbbllee hhiimmsseellff.. HHee
hhaarrddeenneedd hhiimmsseellff,, aanndd ppuutt tthhee PPrroopphheett iinn pprriissoonn,, aanndd oopppprreesssseedd
ssoommee ooff tthhee ppeeooppllee,, ttoooo..

DDiivviinnee HHeeaalliinngg
TThhuuss tthhee SSaaccrreedd WWrriitt wwoouulldd eenndd tthhee aaccttss ooff AAssaa eexxcceepptt ttoo aadddd::

““AAnndd AAssaa iinn tthhee tthhiirrttyy aanndd nniinntthh yyeeaarr ooff hhiiss rreeiiggnn wwaass ddiisseeaasseedd iinn
hhiiss ffeeeett,, uunnttiill hhiiss ddiisseeaassee wwaass eexxcceeeeddiinngg ggrreeaatt:: yyeett iinn hhiiss ddiisseeaassee
hhee ssoouugghhtt nnoott ttoo tthhee LLOORRDD,, bbuutt ttoo tthhee pphhyyssiicciiaannss”” ((IIII CChhrroonniicclleess
1166::1122)).. OOnnccee aaggaaiinn AAssaa sshhoowwss aa llaacckk ooff ttrruusstt iinn GGoodd aanndd aa ddiissttiinncctt
lleeaanniinngg ttoo tthhee aarrmm ooff fflleesshh.. CCuurrsseedd bbee tthhee mmaann tthhaatt ttrruusstteetthh iinn
mmaann,, aanndd mmaakkeetthh fflleesshh hhiiss aarrmm,, aanndd wwhhoossee hheeaarrtt ddeeppaarrtteetthh ffrroomm
tthhee LLOORRDD”” ((JJeerreemmiiaahh 1177::55)).. SSoommee ppeeooppllee tthhiinnkk tthhee LLoorrdd hheeaallss
tthhrroouugghh tthhee wwoorrkk ooff pphhyyssiicciiaannss;; ootthheerrss ffeeeell tthhaatt ddiivviinnee hheeaalliinngg iiss
ooppttiioonnaall ---- ttoo bbee rreessoorrtteedd ttoo iiff oonnee hhaass ffaaiitthh,, oorr ttoo bbee sshhuunnnneedd aass
oonnee sseeeess ffiitt.. BBuutt tthhee iimmpplliiccaattiioonn ggiivveenn hheerree iiss tthhaatt AAssaa ddiidd wwrroonngg::
ffiirrsstt,, iinn nnoott sseeeekkiinngg tthhee LLoorrdd;; aanndd sseeccoonndd,, iinn ttuurrnniinngg ttoo tthhee
pphhyyssiicciiaannss..

TThhee BBiibbllee cclleeaarrllyy tteeaacchheess ddiivviinnee hheeaalliinngg iinn bbootthh tthhee OOlldd aanndd
NNeeww TTeessttaammeennttss.. ““II aamm tthhee LLOORRDD tthhaatt hheeaalleetthh tthheeee”” ((EExxoodduuss
1155::2266)).. ““BBlleessss tthhee LLOORRDD,, OO mmyy ssoouull,, aanndd ffoorrggeett nnoott aallll hhiiss
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12 And Asa in the thirty and ninth 
year of his reign was diseased in 
his feet, until his disease was
exceeding great: yet in his disease 
he sought not to the LORD, but to 
the physicians. 
13 And Asa slept with his fathers, 
and died in the one and fortieth 
year of his reign. 
14 And they buried him in his own 
sepulchres, which he had made for 
himself in the city of David, and 
laid him in the bed which was 
filled with sweet odours and divers 
kinds of spices prepared by the 
apothecaries' art: and they made a 
very great burning for him. 

bbeenneeffiittss:: wwhhoo ffoorrggiivveetthh aallll tthhiinnee iinniiqquuiittiieess;; wwhhoo hheeaalleetthh aallll tthhyy
ddiisseeaasseess”” ((PPaallmm 110033::22,, 33)).. ““IIss aannyy aammoonngg yyoouu aafffflliicctteedd?? lleett hhiimm
pprraayy.. .. .. .. IIss aannyy ssiicckk aammoonngg yyoouu?? lleett hhiimm ccaallll ffoorr tthhee eellddeerrss ooff tthhee
cchhuurrcchh;; aanndd lleett tthheemm pprraayy oovveerr hhiimm,, aannooiinnttiinngg hhiimm wwiitthh ooiill iinn tthhee
nnaammee ooff tthhee LLoorrdd:: aanndd tthhee pprraayyeerr ooff ffaaiitthh sshhaallll ssaavvee tthhee ssiicckk,, aanndd
tthhee LLoorrdd sshhaallll rraaiissee hhiimm uupp”” ((JJaammeess 55::1133--1155)).. MMaayy GGoodd hheellpp hhiiss
ppeeooppllee ttoo ppuutt tthheeiirr ttrruusstt iinn HHiimm aanndd nnoott lleeaann uuppoonn tthhee aarrmm ooff
fflleesshh.. ““CCuurrsseedd bbee tthhee mmaann tthhaatt ttrruusstteetthh iinn mmaann,, .. .. .. BBlleesssseedd iiss
tthhee mmaann tthhaatt ttrruusstteetthh iinn tthhee LLOORRDD”” ((JJeerreemmiiaahh 1177::55,, 77)).. WWoouulldd yyoouu
bbee lliikkee AAssaa wwhhoo ssoouugghhtt tthhee pphhyyssiicciiaannss,, oorr lliikkee JJoobb wwhhoo ssaaiidd,,
““TThhoouugghh hhee ssllaayy mmee,, yyeett wwiillll II ttrruusstt iinn hhiimm”” ((JJoobb 1133::1155))??

QQUUEESSTTIIOONNSS
11.. OOvveerr wwhhaatt ccoouunnttrryy ddiidd AAssaa rruullee??
22.. DDeessccrriibbee tthhee ffiirrsstt yyeeaarrss ooff AAssaa’’ss rreeiiggnn..
33.. HHooww lloonngg ddiidd AAssaa rreeiiggnn bbeeffoorree aannyy eevviill iiss ttoolldd ooff hhiimm??
44.. HHooww llaarrggee wwaass tthhee EEtthhiiooppiiaann aarrmmyy tthhaatt ccaammee aaggaaiinnsstt AAssaa??
55.. NNaammee ttwwoo iinnssttaanncceess iinn wwhhiicchh AAssaa ffaaiilleedd ttoo ttrruusstt GGoodd..
66.. TToo wwhhaatt iiss aa mmaann lliikkeenneedd wwhhoo ttrruussttss iinn mmaann?? iinn tthhee LLoorrdd??
77.. FFiinndd SSccrriippttuurraall pprrooooff tthhaatt iitt iiss ppoossssiibbllee ttoo bbaacckksslliiddee aanndd bbee

lloosstt..
88.. GGiivvee SSccrriippttuurraall pprrooooff tthhaatt wwee ccaann pprrooffiitt ffrroomm oouurr ttrriiaallss aass AAssaa

ddiidd ffrroomm hhiiss bbaattttllee wwiitthh tthhee EEtthhiiooppiiaannss..
99.. FFiinndd ffoouurr eexxpprreessssiioonnss iinn tthhee lleessssoonn tthhaatt sshhooww tthhaatt JJuuddaahh

wwhhoolleehheeaarrtteeddllyy ssoouugghhtt GGoodd..
1100.. CCoommppaarree JJoobb’’ss aafffflliiccttiioonnss aanndd ttrruusstt iinn GGoodd wwiitthh tthhaatt ooff AAssaa’’ss..


